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Introduction
The US military has been recruiting foreigners to serve in its military forces since the country was first formed. Prior to the Civil War, about half of those serving in the US military were immigrants. 
Ease Current Recruiting Efforts
The most obvious reason to allow illegal immigrants to enlist in the US military is that it would help current recruiting efforts. 11 Schulte, "Let them fill the ranks". 12 Schulte, "Let them fill the ranks".
Current Legislation Moving in that Direction
The trend in current and proposed legislation is moving toward not only allowing illegal immigrants to serve in the US As the Adjutant General, I support this bill as it rewards those who have earned the right to become American citizens. It opens a pool of recruits who have a great desire to serve. Service to our country should be encouraged, respected and rewarded. This is an investment in the human capital of our country….I believe those who are willing to serve should also receive an opportunity to succeed. Army to recruit foreigners with special language skills, for its special operations forces, in exchange for US citizenship.
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In a further step towards recruiting foreigners, on December 5, 2008, the Department of Defense authorized the military services to recruit foreigners temporarily residing in the US.
These foreigners must be here legally on work, student, or temporary visas, and have backgrounds in specialized fields:
health care, language and foreign culture.
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Counterarguments
Many would be quick to oppose allowing undocumented immigrants from enlisting in the military. They say those that came to this country illegally broke the law and should not be allowed to serve and, subsequently, be rewarded with citizenship. The DREAM Act, in its current form, already addresses this concern. It would only allow those brought to this country as minors, under the age of 16, eligibility to enlist. The premise being that they were too young to know that they entered the US illegally. 
Conclusion
This country has a rich history of providing, to those who come to live here, the opportunity to pursue their dreams. 
